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Rare  Birds  and  Birders  of  California 

At  our  first  general  membership  meeting  in  1977  (on  Thursday,  Jan- 
uary 20)  Don  Roberson  will  show  and  talk  about  his  fine  collection  of 
slides  of  rare  birds  and  birders.  The  work  of  at  least  20  birder-photog- 
raphers will  be  represented  and,  as  anyone  who  tries  to  keep  track  of 
Don’s  peregrinations  knows,  there  will  be  pictures  of  unusual  birds  from 
practically  every  nook  and  cranny  of  the  state.  So  note  it  on  your 
calendar  right  away:  7:30  p.m.,  January  20,  at  the  First  Unitarian  Church, 
Franklin  and  Geary  Streets,  San  Francisco. 


Happy  Birthday  to  Us! 

January  25  will  mark  our  sixtieth  anniversary.  We  have  come  a 
long  way  since  our  beginnings  in  1917,  as  the  Audubon  Association 
of  the  Pacific  with  38  members,  to  the  5,200-member  Golden  Gate 
Audubon  Society  of  1977.  It  seems  incredible  that  just  twenty  years 
ago,  on  our  fortieth  anniversary,  our  membership  stood  at  889.  The 
list  of  our  achievements  over  the  years  is  long  and  we  have  every 
right  to  be  proud.  Let  us  remember,  however,  that  the  list  of  con- 
servation needs  is  longer  still  and  that  there  are  many  challenges 
still  to  be  met.  I hope  you  will  reserve  Saturday,  June  11,  for  a 
gala  banquet  and  meeting  to  celebrate  our  birthday.  Many  plans 
are  being  formulated  and  we  will  keep  you  informed  as  they 
develop. 

-LENORE  JOHNSEN,  President 
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November 
Observations 

With  the  cold  of  November,  the 
frantic  pace  of  fall  migration  abates 
and  our  wintering  birds  and  their  un- 
feathered observers  settle  into  a more 
comfortable  routine.  The  driest  No- 
vember in  recent  history  may  have  af- 
fected waterfowl  distribution. 

A recent  phenomenon  is  the  appearance  of  late  fall  and  winter  Cattle 
Egrets.  They  were  well  distributed  this  month:  one  to  four  near  Bolinas 
Lagoon  7-9  Nov  (NS,  BH),  four  at  Rodeo  Lagoon  27  Nov  (TO),  singles 
at  Half  Moon  Bay  20  Nov  (JR)  and  Davenport  28  Nov  (PM)  in  San  Mateo 
Co.,  two  in  San  Joaquin  Co.  on  Thornton  Rd.  22  Nov  ( JM  et  al.),  and  most 
unusual,  one  feeding  on  a BART  station  lawn  in  El  Cerrito  1 Dec  (Sgt. 
Nelson,  JM).  Likewise,  Whistling  Swans,  rare  on  the  coast,  made  wide- 
spread appearances:  a flock  of  26  was  seen  over  Limantour  28  Nov  (NS, 
SW),  six  were  at  Plalf  Moon  Bay  that  day  (PM),  Bodega  Bay  had  two  on 
26  Nov  (A&WG),  nine  flew  over  Lake  Merced  26  Nov  (NSv),  two  were 
on  the  salt  ponds  near  Coyote  Ilills  21  Nov  (DE),  and  an  injured  imma- 
ture was  found  at  the  Berkeley  Marina  1 Dec  (JE).  Two  Snow  Geese, 
equally  unusual  on  the  coast,  were  at  Limantour  28  Nov  (DG,  fide  NS). 
As  usual,  a number  of  Eurasian  Wigeon  made  debuts  and  will  likely  stay 
for  the  run  of  the  season.  Males  were  found  at  Bolinas  Lagoon  10  Nov 
(LS),  Palo  Alto  8 Nov  (JM),  and  Lake  Merced  26  Nov  (NSv).  A pro- 
bable hybrid  Eurasian  X American  Wigeon  was  again  at  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Zoo  5 Nov  (DR,  NSm).  The  male  Tufted  Duck  at  Lake  Merritt  was 
joined  by  a female  7 Nov  (EC,  PIC,  JM  et  al.)  and  the  pair  remained 
through  the  end  of  the  month,  to  the  delight  of  hundreds  of  observers. 
Harlequin  Ducks  are  rare  but  regular  on  the  rocky  coast  north  of  Marin 
Co.  and  a few  stay  year-round  at  Ano  Nuevo.  Two  discoveries  away  from 
these  sites  were  made:  One  at  San  Gregorio  State  Beach,  San  Mateo  Co. 
most  of  Nov  (PM  et  al.)  and  most  unusual,  a male  inside  San  Francisco 
Bay  south  of  Candlestick  Park  20  Nov  (LS,  ES).  For  the  past  several 
winters  a female  Hooded  Merganser  has  remained  on  Jewel  Lake,  but 
on  8 Nov  a high  of  10  females  (along  with  20  Wood  Ducks)  was  seen 
(JM). 

Like  shades  of  winters  past,  a Black  Rail  was  seen  at  high  tide  near 
Dumbarton  Bridge  21  Nov  (NS,  LW).  The  Ruff  at  Pacific  Grove,  a most 
cooperative  individual,  remained  through  at  least  24  Nov  (mob).  Single 
Glaucous  Gulls,  rare  winterers,  were  at  Berkeley  Marina  18  Nov  (JO) 
and  at  Redwood  City  dump  25  Nov  (PM).  An  unexpected  Franklin’s 
Gull  visited  the  Bodega  Bay  sewage  ponds  7-8  Nov  (PC  et  al).  Ancient 
Murrelets  arent  often  seen  near  shore  away  from  Monterey  Bay,  but  this 
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month  up  to  19  were  seen  from  Pigeon  Point,  San  Mateo  Co.  (SFB,  PM) 
and  six  were  off  Lighthouse  Point,  Santa  Cruz,  28  Nov  (PM). 

Seemingly  late  Tropical  Kingbirds  were  at  Lake  Merced  14—28  Nov 
(NSv)  and  at  Ano  Nuevo  27-28  Nov  (PM).  Definitely  late  were  a West- 
ern Wood  Pewee  2 Nov  and  a Western  Flycatcher  14  Nov  on  Southeast 
Farallon  I.  (PRBO).  Imagine  the  surprise  of  the  observers  when  a Dipper 
landed  on  the  scum  of  a small  trout  pond  in  Oakland  8 Nov  (DB,  fide 
PCv)  . Unprecedented  is  a report  of  a well-described  Red-throated  Pipit 
at  Asilomar,  Monterey  Co.,  17  Nov  (DbR);  six  acceptable  records  exist 
for  the  state. 

SE  Farallon  played  host  to  two  Tennessee  Warblers  21  Nov  (one  to 
24  Nov),  and  three  Palm  Warblers  31  Oct,  with  other  singles  of  that 
species  on  4,  7,  and  9 Nov  (PRBO).  But  the  mainland  had  the  exciting 
warbler  news.  An  inexplicable  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  highlighted  a 
birding  class  in  Tilden  Park  29  Nov  (JM,  MO  et  al),  while  the  Prairie 
Warbler  in  Pacifica  was  still  present  28  Nov  (mob)— will  it  winter?  SE 
Farallon  had  a Clay-colored  Sparrow  14  Nov,  three  Harris’  Sparrows  30 
Oct-20  Nov,  and  three  White-throated  Sparrows  in  Nov  (PRBO).  As 
always,  White-throats  brightened  a few  fortunate  feeders  in  the  Bay  Area. 
Swamp  Sparrows  are  now  expected  in  proper  habitat  in  our  area  in  the 
winter,  but  they  can  be  very  tough  to  observe.  Three  were  picked  out  in 
Nov:  one  at  Brannan  Island  State  Rec.  Area  22  Nov  (JM),  one  at  Half 
Moon  Bay  most  of  the  month  ( BS ),  and  one  at  Nearys  Lagoon,  Santa  Cruz, 
28  Nov  (PM). 

Observers : Stephen  F.  Bailey,  Diane  Brown,  Eric  Caine,  Pete  Conners 
(PC),  Plerold  Connon,  Paul  Covel  (PCv),  Joe  Eaton,  Dick  Erickson,  Al 
and  Wilma  Ghiorso,  Doug  Gomke,  Burr  Heneman,  Peter  Metropoulos, 
Joe  Morlan,  John  O’Connell,  Todd  Olsen,  Mike  Ozaki,  Point  Reyes  Bird 
Observatory  (special  thanks  to  Ron  LeValley),  Jean  Richmond,  Don  Rob- 
erson (DR),  Debbi  Robinson  (DbR),  Barry  Sauppe,  Lee  Sheppard,  Nona 
Smith  (NSm),  Elizabeth  Stark,  Lawrence  Stark,  Nick  Story  (NS),  Naomi 
Svenningsen  (NSv),  Lucy  Waskell,  Summer  Wilson,  many  observers 
( mob ) . 

DON  ROBERSON,  Observations  Editor 

2244  Encinal  Ave.  #5,  Alameda,  CA  94501  (865-2462) 

Capercaillies  and  Peregrines 

Springtime  is  vexy  special  in  the  British  Isles,  particularly  for  birds  and 
flowers.  That  is  why  next  June  Golden  Gate  Audubon  will  sponsor  a nature 
tour,  wth  emphasis  on  birds,  to  England  and  Scotland.  Escorted  by  George 
Peyton,  this  tour  will  be  highlighted  by  a week  in  the  Scottish  Highlands, 
based  at  turreted  Aigas  Castle  on  a country  estate  and  guided  by  John 
Lister-Kaye,  the  fine  British  naturalist  who  presented  a program  on  that 
area  to  GGAS  in  1975. 

One  day  will  be  spent  studying  Peregrine  Falcons,  and  another  will  con- 
centrate on  finding  Capercaillie,  the  largest  grouse  in  the  world.  At  other 
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times  the  group  will  explore  many  of  the  most  beautiful  and  quaint  areas 
of  the  British  Isles.  If  you  would  like  more  information  about  the  trip 
please  write  to  Siemer  and  Hand,  Ltd.,  One  Embarcadero  Center,  San 
Francisco,  California  94111,  or  call  them  at  788-7186. 

Free  Birding  Classes  in  San  Francisco 

Tliis  spring  semester  we  are  sponsoring  two  different  18-week  birding 
classes  through  the  San  Francisco  Community  College  District.  The  first 
is  designed  for  beginners  and  assumes  no  previous  knowledge  of  birds. 
It  will  stress  the  field  identification  of  most  of  the  common  wild  birds 
found  in  the  Bay  Area.  We  will  meet  on  Monday  evenings,  starting  Jan- 
uary 17,  from  7:00  to  9:30  p.m.  in  room  254,  Marina  Junior  High  School, 
1749  Bay  Street  (at  Fillmore).  Field  trips  to  a wide  variety  of  habitats  will 
be  offered  on  alternate  Sundays. 

The  second  class  is  designed  for  intermediate  students,  those  who  al- 
ready have  a good  working  knowledge  of  most  common  birds  but  who  are 
confused  by  uncommon  or  rare  species  which  are  seldom  seen,  or  common 
birds  in  obscure  plumages.  We  will  meet  on  Wednesday  evenings,  starting 
January  19,  time  and  place  as  above.  Ample  parking  is  provided  next  to 
the  building.  Field  trips  will  be  arranged  for  alternate  Sundays. 

Additional  instructional  trips  will  be  offered  on  Monday  mornings  from 
9:00  to  12:00.  The  first  meeting  will  be  on  January  17  in  room  205,  Fort 
Mason  Art  Center,  Laguna  Street  and  Marina  Boulevard.  Subsequent 
meetings  will  be  held  in  the  field  at  localities  to  be  announced  at  the  first 
meeting.  These  trips  are  designed  for  beginning  or  intermediate  students 
who  want  a more  intensive  field  program. 

Instructor  for  these  classes  will  be  Joe  Morlan,  editor  of  the  Northern 
California  Rare  Bird  Alert.  For  further  information  call  the  Galileo  Com- 
munity College  Center  at  885-0660. 

We  are  also  sponsoring  classes  at  the  Albany  Adult  School  this  winter. 
For  information  see  the  December  Gull  or  call  the  school  at  526-6441. 

Birding  Classes  in  Piedmont 

and  Montclair 

Susanne  Luther  will  continue  a field  ornithology  class  for  beginners  and 
intermediates  at  Piedmont  Adult  School.  Classes  are  held  Tuesday 
evenings  from  7:00  to  9:30  p.m.,  with  field  Rips  on  Saturday  or  Sunday 
mornings.  The  ten-week  course  begins  January  11.  For  more  information, 
call  the  school  at  653-9454. 

For  weekday  birding,  Susanne  will  have  a class  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ings, 9:00  to  12:00,  through  the  Montclair  Recreation  Department.  The 
eight- week  course  begins  January  19,  with  registration  on  January  11. 
Class  size  is  limited  to  15.  For  more  information,  call  the  Recreation 
Department  at  339-8919. 
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Field  Trips  Calendar 

BRING  LUNCH  ON  ATI.  TRIPS 
UNLESS  OTHERWISE  MEN- 
TIONED. 

Sunday,  January  2 — Tennessee 
Cove,  Marin  County.  Details  in  Dec- 
ember Gull.  Leader:  Betty  Short  (921- 
3020,  work). 

Saturday  & Sunday,  January  8 & 9 
— Sacramento  Valley  Refuges.  De- 
tails in  December  Gull.  Leaders: 

Harry  and  Betty  Adamson  ( 283-2164 ) . 

For  bus  trip  on  Sunday,  Jan.  9 to  Grey 
Lodge  Refuge:  Pat  Triggs  (664-8502). 

Wednesday,  January  5 — Mini-trip.  Meet  at  10:00  a.m.  at  U.C. 
Botanical  Garden  for  wintering  and  resident  birds.  Added  attraction: 
personalized  tour  of  Tropical  and  Orchid  Houses.  Take  Humphrey  Go- 
Bart  ( free  bus ) from  Center  St.  and  Shattuck  Ave.  in  downtown  Berkeley 
on  die  hour  or  half-hour,  or  drive  up  Hearst  Ave.,  turn  right  onto  Gayley 
Rd.,  left  on  Rimway  Rd.,  left  on  Centennial  Dr.  to  the  garden.  Leader: 
Ruth  Voss  (525-8032). 

Wednesday,  January  12  — Mini-Trip  to  Richardson  Bay  Wildlife 
Sancutary  for  ducks  and  shorebirds.  Special  bonus:  A brief  tour  of  the 
restored  Victorian  Lyford  House  which  is  now  a part  of  the  sanctuary. 
Meet  at  the  sanctuary  at  376  Greenwood  Beach  Rd.,  at  10:00  a.m.  From 
San  Francisco  take  U.S.  101  north  to  Belvedere-Tiburon  exit;  go  east  and 
turn  right  at  third  traffic  light.  Golden  Gate  Transit  people  de-bus  at 
Cecilia  Way.  Sanctuarv  naturalist  will  lead.  Further  info:  Hap  Fraser 
(661-8891). 

Saturday,  January  15  — Dillon  Beach.  Meet  at  8:45  a.m.  at  the 

Bank  of  America  building  on  Hwy.  1 in  the  town  of  Tomales  and  caravan 
7 miles  to  Lawson’s  Landing.  Entrance  fee  $1.50  per  car.  We  expect  to 
see  three  different  kinds  of  loons.  Red-necked  Grebe,  Black  Brant,  and 
shorebirds.  Bring  lunch.  Leader:  Mary  Louise  Rosegay. 

Sunday,  January  16  — Lake  Merritt  Duck  Close-up.  A leisurely 
walk  around  the  lake  after  lunch,  starting  at  1 :00  p.m.  at  the  Rotary  Sci- 
ence Center,  corner  of  Bellevue  and  Perkins.  Accessible  by  AC  Transit 
buses  B,  12,  and  18.  Leader:  Herold  Connon  (835-3005). 

Thursday,  January  20  — Berkeley  Marina  for  ducks,  shorebirds,  and 
some  interesting  landbirds.  Meet  at  9:00  a.m.  at  Shorebird  Park  at  the 
foot  of  University  Avenue,  Berkeley.  Lunch  optional.  Approaching  from 
San  Francisco/Oakland,  take  I-80/Cal.  17  to  Powell  Street/ Emeryville 
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offramp  and  follow  signs  to  Berkeley  Marina;  approaching  from  Albany/ 
El  Cerrito  take  University  Avenue  exit.  Leader:  Clarence  Maynard  (527- 
0274). 

Saturday,  January  22  — Abbotts  Lagoon  and  vicinity,  Pt.  Reyes 
National  Seashore.  An  exploratory  hike  around  this  interesting  lagoon 
should  allow  good  looks  at  wintering  waterfowl,  shorebirds,  raptors,  and 
landbirds  of  grassland  and  marshes.  Bring  lunch  to  carry  and  be  prepared 
to  walk  about  five  miles— it’s  often  muddy  at  this  time  of  year.  Meet  at 
8:00  a. in.  in  the  parking  lot  behind  the  Inverness  Store,  on  Sir  Frances 
Drake  Hwy.  in  Inverness.  There  isn’t  room  for  many  cars  at  the  trailhead 
so  sharing  rides  will  be  necessary;  if  you  plan  to  come  on  this  trip  please 
call  Kate  Partridge  at  849-1951  (home)  or  642-5784  (8:00  a.m.  to  1:00 
p.m. ) so  that  car-pooling  can  be  arranged.  Leader:  Nick  Story  (527-0210). 

Sunday,  January  23  — Golden  Gate  Park.  Meet  at  9:00  a.m.  at  the 

Boat  House  at  Stowe  Lake.  Park  near  Arboretum.  Bring  lunch.  Leaders: 
Keiko  Yamane  (751-9119)  and  Mike  Ozaki  (665-3516). 

Saturday  & Sunday,  January  29  & 30  — A weekend  on  the  Monterey 
Peninsula.  Meet  on  Saturday  at  8:30  a.m.  at  the  entrance  to  Municipal 
Wharf,  Monterey  Harbor,  for  a tour  of  the  best  birding  spots  with  Ted 
Chandik  (493-5330,  Palo  Alto).  On  Sunday,  meet  at  9:00  a.m.  at  the 
Cypress  Grove  Trail  parking  lot  inside  Point  Lobos  State  Reserve  ($1.50 
entrance  fee  per  car)  to  leisurely  explore  this  famous  park  and  the  Carmel 
River  area  with  Glenn  and  Ferol  Burris  (961-4512,  Mtn.  View).  Saturday 
evening  come  to  a slide  show  (bring  a few  of  your  best  slides)  in  the 
Burris’  cabin  at  17-Mile  Drive  Village,  1000  Sinex  Ave.,  Pacific  Grove 
93950  ( $10-$12  for  cabins,  $4-$6  for  vehicle  camping;  make  your  own 
reservations;  phone  (408-373-2721).  For  car-pooling  from  the  Bay  Area 
call  Kate  Partridge  (see  Jan.  22  trip  for  phone  numbers). 

Sunday,  January  30 — A fast  paced  trip  to  study  gulls.  Meet  at  7 :00 
a.m.  in  parking  area  at  west  end  of  Spinnaker  Way,  Berkeley.  Take  Uni- 
versity Ave.  west  to  Marina  Blvd.  Turn  right  on  Marina  and  drive  north 
to  Spinnaker  Way,  turn  left  to  end.  Before  the  trip,  study  (with  a little 
skepticism)  page  127  thru  Mew  Gull,  as  well  as  gull  plates,  in  Peterson’s 
Western  Field  Guide.  Be  prepared  for  lots  of  muddy  walking.  Leader: 
Steve  Bailey  (548-9507). 

Saturday,  February  5 — Would  you  believe  Green  Plerons,  Common 
Mergansers,  Wood  and  Ring-necked  Ducks  in  gravel  pits?  Join  us  on  a trip 
to  the  old  Fremont  gravel  pits,  now  a series  of  ponds  along  Alameda 
Creek  being  acquired  by  the  East  Bay  Regional  Park  District.  Six  miles  of 
level  walking;  bring  lunch  to  carry.  Meet  at  7:30  a.m.  at  the  Big  Daddy 
Burger  stand  at  the  south  corner  of  Hwy.  238  ( Mission  Blvd. ) and^Hwy.  84 
(Niles  Canyon  Rd.)  in  Fremont.  Leader:  Gene  Makishima  (651-0848, 
Fremont). 

Sunday,  February  6 — Grizzly  and  Joice  Island  Wildlife  Areas  for 

waterfowl,  shorebirds,  hawks,  and  marshbirds.  From  Interstate  80  at  Fair- 
field  take  West  Texas  St.  to  Fairfield  City  Park  ( about  li  mile  south  of 
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freeway  on  your  right).  Meet  in  the  parking  lot  at  8:30  a.m.  Allow  ample 
driving  time  if  it’s  foggy.  Leader:  Peter  Allen  (548-4592). 

Sunday,  tebruary  13 — Pelagic  trip  from  Monterey — alcids  are  of 
particular  interest  at  this  time  of  year.  Details  in  December  Gull.  Cost  $13 
per  person.  Send  check  to  GGAS  office,  2718  Telegraph  Ave.,  Berkeley 
94705.  ° y 

-FIELD  TRIPS  COMMITTEE 

Audubon  Society  Schedules  Volunteer 
Training  Program 

Volunteers  are  needed  to  participate  in  a four-week  training  program 
scheduled  to  begin  in  February.  Training  sessions  will  begin  for  those 
living  in  the  East  Bay  on  Wednesday,  February  16,  from  9:30  a.m.  to 
noon  at  the  West  Berkeley  Branch  Library,  1125  University  Avenue;  for 
West  Bay  residents  on  Thursday,  February  17,  from  9:30  a.m.  to  noon 
at  Fort  Point  in  the  Golden  Gate  Recreation  Area,  San  Francisco.  The 
sessions  will  be  conducted  on  four  consecutive  Wednesdays  and  Thurs- 
days. 

The  training  program  is  designed  to  prepare  volunteers  to  teach  in 
the  Bay  Shore  Studies  Program  jointly  sponsored  by  the  Golden  Gate 
and  National  Audubon  Societies.  Bay  Shore  Studies  provides  fourth  to 
eighth  grade  students  with  field  experience  in  the  ecology  of  San  Francisco 
Bay.  Volunteers  in  the  program  have  ranged  from  complete  novices  to 
persons  with  backgrounds  in  biological  sciences.  All,  after  completion  of 
the  training  program,  have  become  knowledgeable,  enthusiastic  teachers 
capable  of  working  easily  with  small  groups  of  students  exploring  the 
bayshore  communities  through  designed  activities. 

Anyone  wishing  to  take  part  in  this  exciting  educational  program 
should  call  or  write  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  (see  back  page) 
for  application  forms  and  further  information. 

Field  Identification  Workshops 

Two  weekend  workshops  concentrating  on  field  identification  tech- 
niques will  be  conducted  by  Jon  Winter  in  January  and  February.  They 
will  be  designed  for  the  more  experienced  birder,  but  beginners  can 
benefit  as  well.  Thev  will  begin  where  the  standard  field  guides  leave 
off  and  wall  be  illustrated  with  slides.  The  material  will  emphasize  pro- 
blem groups  such  as  immature  gulls,  terns,  sparrows,  Empidonax  fly- 
catchers, sandpipers,  immature  cormorants,  immature  hawks,  and  fall 
warblers,  to  cite  a few  examples. 

The  lecture  presentations  will  be  held  from  1:00  to  4:00  p.m.  on 
Saturdays,  January  22  and  February  5,  at  the  Richardson  Bay  Wildlife 
Sanctuary  in  Tiburon.  Field  trips  will  be  to  palo  Alto  Yacht  Harbor  on 
January  23  and  to  Bodega  Bay  on  February  6.  Cost:  $20  per  workshop. 
For  reservations  and  details,  mail  checks  to  Jon  Winter,  12//  \ulupa 
Avenue  Santa  Rosa,  California  95404;  telephone  (/0i)  5-8-748S. 
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Golden  Gate  Audubon  is  now  en- 
tering its  7th  decade  as  a conservation 
organization.  With  the  passage  last 
fall  of  the  lobbying  bill  that  clarifies 
the  kinds  of  political  activities  we  can 
undertake,  we  hope  to  be  more  ef- 
fective in  the  coming  years. 


Hunting  groups  are  applying  pres- 
sure to  have  areas  of  the  San  Pablo 
Bay  National  Wildlife  Refuge  adja- 
cent to  Lower  Tubbs  Island  opened 
to  hunting.  GGAS  is  opposing  this  because,  in  the  years  since  Nature 
Conservancy  acquired  the  island,  it  has  been  one  of  the  very  few  areas 
of  prime  waterfowl  habitat  reserved  for  non-lethal,  relatively  innocuous 
human  use.  Ninety  percent  of  the  remainder  of  the  proposed  wildlife 
area  will  be  open  to  hunting,  so  we  are  not  asking  hunters  to  make  a 
great  sacrifice.  We  urge  you  to  write  to  the  refuge  manager  in  opposition 
to  the  opening  of  any  new  areas  to  hunting.  His  address  is : 


Robert  Personius,  Refuge  Manager 
San  Francisco  Bay  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
3489  Peralta  Boulevard,  Suite  D 
Fremont,  California  94536 

We  also  urge  you  to  write  to  your  senators  and  representatives  sup- 
porting the  addition  of  the  Mineral  King  area  to  Sequoia  National  Park. 
Ask  them  to  schedule  hearings  on  it  early  in  the  Congress.  Mineral  King 
is  still  threatened  with  development  into  a ski  resort. 

The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  is  currently  revising  regulations 
concerning  operation  of  off -road  vehicles  (ORVs)  on  lands  under  its 
jurisdiction.  However,  all  lands  other  than  Primitive  and  Natural  Areas 
are  undesignated  (in  other  words,  open)  to  ORV  use  until  the  study  is 
completed,  which  could  take  years.  Write  to  die  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  and  ask  that  all  lands  be  closed  to  ORVs  until  the  study  is 
completed. 

—CONSERVATION  COMMITTEE 


Below  is  a list  of  government  officials  and  their  addresses.  It  should 
be  a useful  reference  when  writing  on  conservation  issues. 


President  Jimmy  Carter 
The  White  House 
Washington,  D.  C.  20500 


Secretary  of  die  Interior 
Department  of  die  Interior 
Washington,  D.  C.  20240 
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Senator  Alan  Cranston  or  Senator  S.  1.  Hayakawa 
Senate  Office  Building 
Washington,  D.  C.  20510 

Congressman  Ronald  V.  Dellums  ( or  your  local  representative ) 
House  Office  Building 
Washington,  D.  C.  20515 

Go\  ei  nor  Ldmund  G.  Brown,  Jr.  State  senators  and  assemblymen 
State  Capitol  State  Capital 

Sacramento,  Calif.  95814  Sacramento,  Calif.  95814 


Environmental  Evenings  at  GGNRA 

lhe  Golden  Gate  National  Recreation  Area  is  sponsoring  a series  of 
evening  programs  entitled  “Environmental  Evening  Series”.  They  are 
held  at  the  GGNRA  Visitor  Center  at  Fort  Mason  in  San  Francisco. 
The  entrance  to  Fort  Mason  is  at  the  intersection  of  Bay  and  Franklin 
Streets.  Here  is  a fist  of  upcoming  programs: 

January  11— Bird  Rescue  Center  of  Berkeley 
January  25— Oceanic  Society  on  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
February  8— California  Marine  Mammals  Center 
February  15— S.F.  Bay  Marine  Research  Center 
March  1— Save  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Association 

All  programs  are  on  Tuesdays  and  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  They  are  free 
to  the  public.  For  more  information,  call  556-0560. 


Christmas  Bird  Counts:  So  Far,  So  Bad 

As  this  issue  of  The  Gull  goes  to  press,  its  exhausted  editor  is  recuper- 
ating from  two  back-to-back  Christmas  counts:  Point  Reyes  on  18 
December  and  Oakland  on  the  19th.  The  weather  was  beautiful  both 
days— clear  and  windless— making  for  ideal  birding  conditions,  but  the 
long  drought  seems  to  have  had  depressing  effects  on  the  numbers  of 
wintering  birds.  The  Point  Reyes  count  netted  a tentative  total  of  188 
species  (compared  with  201  last  year)  and  the  Oakland  count’s  pre- 
liminary total  was  168  (compared  with  179  in  1975),  a remarkably 
similar  6%  drop  for  each  count.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  other- 
major  counts  in  California  do  this  winter;  all  will  be  published  in  the 
April  1977  issue  of  American  Birds , and  more  details  of  the  Oakland 
count  will  appear  in  tire  February  Gull. 
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Shoreline  Highway,  Stinson  Beach  94970. 
Telephone  383-1644. 


Wildlife  Sanctuary  and  Nature  Education  Center  under  joint  sponsor- 
ship of  Marin,  Golden  Gate,  and  Sequoia  Audubon  Societies.  Ed  P. 
McElhany,  Chairman. 


News  From  The  Ranch 

Audubon  Canyon  Ranch  is  most  grateful  to  the  persons  listed  below 
whose  names  have  been  added  to  the  list  of  sponsors— those  friends, 
the  total  of  whose  contributions  to  ACR  came  to  $800,  the  price  of  an 
acre  of  ranch  property  in  1962:  Hannah  W.  Rowell,  Priscilla  Wheeler, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alfred  E.  Pleller,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmund  W.  Nash, 
Phyllis  Carroll. 

The  following  were  among  those  who  made  contributions  to  Audubon 
Canyon  Ranch  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Harry  B.  Allen  of  Belvedere:  Mrs. 
F.  P.  Farquhar,  Mrs.  Edward  Shelton,  Mrs.  Alexis  Becker,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Russell  Keil,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Moore,  and  W.  S.  Picher. 

The  Eden  Garden  Club  made  a contribution  to  the  ranch  in  memory 
of  Albert  Earl  Christensen,  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Youngberg  in  memory  of 
Dr.  Leo  Stanley. 

ACR  is  also  grateful  to  William  Page  Shield  who  has  made  a do- 
nation of  much-needed  tools  and  a small  boat. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  National  Audubon  Society  will  hold 
its  January  meeting  in  San  Francisco  and  will  visit  the  ranch  during  a 
Marin  County  field  trip  on  Friday,  January  21. 

-BETTY  BOYD 
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Gifts  and  Bequests 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  gifts  and  bequests: 
for  Audubon  Canyon  Ranch  in  memory  of  Sylvia  L.  Eclcman,  from  Jim 
and  Afton  Crooks;  in  memory  of  Clelia  A.  Paroni,  from  Sally  R.  Haw- 
kins; lor  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  in  memory  of  Clelia  A.  Paroni, 
from  Ruth  and  Ralph  Fisher  and  family;  in  honor  of  Elsie  Roemer’s 
birthday  from  Gertrude  Bialos,  Paul  Covel,  Florence  Fisher,  Dorothy 
Gansberger,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  Gleason,  Beth  Hitchcock,  Ralph  and  Mar- 
garet Hilton,  D.  Anne  Jones,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Thompson. 

Memorial  and  honorary  gifts  and  bequests  will  be  used  as  specified  by  the  donors. 
Acknowledgement  will  be  made  in  The  Gull  and  personally  by  the  Corresponding 
Secretary,  Shirley  Taylor.  Please  send  checks  made  out  to  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon 
Society  to:  Corresponding  Secretary,  GGAS,  2718  Telegraph  Avenue,  Berkeley,  Cali- 
fornia 94705.  All  gifts  are  tax  deductible. 


Letter  From  The  Editor 

Dear  Gull  Contributor, 

In  order  for  the  Gull  to  be  published  and  mailed  on  schedule, 
it  is  imperative  that  we  all  meet  our  deadlines.  For  authors,  this 
is  the  first  of  the  month  for  the  following  month.  The  Gull  can  be 
put  together  only  after  all  copy  is  in  and  edited,  so  if  you  ask  for 
an  extension  of  deadline,  you  are  asking  that  the  Gull  be  held  up 
at  your  convenience.  The  only  exception  to  this  is  the  Observations 
column,  which  cannot  be  written  until  the  end  of  the  month. 

An  unwelcome  amount  of  copy  is  coming  in  handwritten  on  odd- 
sized bits  of  paper,  causing  a further  delay  while  the  editor  types 
it  into  acceptable  form  for  the  printer.  Please  submit  all  copy  on 
8/2  by  11  inch  white  bond  paper  ( not  the  “erasable”  kind),  typed 
with  double-spaced  (at  least)  lines.  Check  your  copy  for  correct 
spelling  of  the  names  of  persons  and  places— this  is  sometimes 
impossible  for  the  editor  to  do  ( one  contributor  recently  misspelled 
his  own  name.)  This  is  especially  important  when  writing  up  Field 
Trip  directions  and  Bird  Observations,  for  reasons  that  ought  to  be 
obvious  to  all.  The  editors  of  these  two  columns  are  not  omniscient, 
and  need  the  help  of  every  individual  who  supplies  them  with  infor- 
mation. 

It  takes  many  people  to  produce  the  Gull,  and  if  we  do  our 
cooperative  best  it  can  be  a quality  publication.  Thanks  to  all  of 
you  who  are  providing  the  real  substance  of  the  Gull. 

-NICK  STORY 
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Treasurer,  Michael  Cussen  (524-1549) 

Recording  Secretary,  Naomi  Svenningsen  (584-6233) 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Shirley  Taylor  (845-2415) 


DIRECTORS 

Christopher  G.  Carpenter  (376-6802) 
Donna  Dittmann  (468-2688) 
Elizabeth  Donchez  (431-7840) 
Gwenyth  Donchin  (254-2608) 

Betty  Olds  (848-1407) 


STANDING  COMMITTEE  CHAIRPERSONS 
Conservation,  David  Littlejohn  (526-2572) 

Eudcation,  James  O.  Clayton  (524-2917) 

Field  Trips,  Marie  Mans  (284-7681)  and 
Eric  Caine  (763-0293) 

Above  are  all  members  of 


Finance,  Barry  Spitz  (454-2769) 

GULL  Editor,  Nick  Story  (527-0210) 
Membership,  Betty  Olds  (848-1407) 
Publicity,  Gwenyth  Donchin  (254-2608) 
the  Board  of  Directors 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  RARE  BIRD  ALERT  (recorded)  843-2211 
Rare  Bird  Alert  compiler,  Joe  Morlan  (654-1358) 
Observations  for  THE  GULL,  Don  Roberson  (865-2462) 
Office  Manager,  Vera  Paraschak  (843-2222) 

Librarian,  Lisa  Johnsen  (843-2222) 


Mail  for  all  individuals  listed  above  should  be  sent  to  the  GGAS  office. 


Send  address  changes  to  office  promptly;  Post  Office  does  not  forward  THE  GULL.  Monthly 
meetings:  second  Thursday,  7:30  p.m.  Joint  membership  — local  and  national  $15  per  year 
(individual);  $18  (family);  includes  AUDUBON  Magazine  and  THE  GULL ; to  join,  make 
checks  (no  cash)  payable  to  National  Audubon  Society  and  send  to  GGAS  office  to  avoid  delay  in 
receiving  THE  GULL.  Membership  renewals  should  be  sent  directly  to  the  National  Audubon 
office.  Subscriptions  to  THE  GULL  separately  $3  per  year;  single  issues  30?.  High  school  and 
college  student  membership  $8.50  per  year.  Senior  citizen  individual,  $12.00;  senior  citizen  family, 
$15.00. 

The  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society,  Inc.  was  established  January  25,  1917,  and  became  a chapter  of 
National  Audubon  Society  in  1948. 

The  Gull  deadline  is  the  first  of  the  month  for  the  following  month. 
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